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Figures are in billions of dollars.5

37.5
39.9

44

15.8
17.6

19.9

5.1 5.3 5.8

18.5
20.2 21

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

1998 1999 2000
Elementary and Secondary

Higher Education Programs

Other Education Programs

Research Programs at Universities
and Related Institutions

The Facts:
• Nearly 40 percent of America’s 4th

graders read below the basic level on national 
reading tests.1

• U.S. 12th graders rank last in advanced 
physics compared to 18 other countries.2

• In math and science, the performance of U.S. 
12th graders is among the lowest in the 
industrialized world.3

• One-third of all incoming college freshmen 
have to enroll in a remedial reading, writing or 
mathematics class before taking regular courses.4

The Republican Commitment:
• Over the past three years, Republicans have 
consistently increased funding across the board, 
including funding for elementary, secondary, and 
higher-education programs.5

• Republicans are committed to giving states 
the flexibility to be innovative while holding them  
accountable for results.

• H.R. 1, President Bush’s No Child Left 
Behind Act, advances House Republican 
education priorities this year by granting 
unprecedented new flexibility to local school 
districts, demanding results in public education 
through strict accountability measures, 
empowering parents, and providing a safety valve 
for children trapped in failing schools. 6

• The President’s Economic Growth and Tax 
Relief Act of 2001 also includes provisions for 
education savings.  It increases education savings 
accounts (ESAs) from $500 to $2000 and expands 
to K-12 public and private education.7

Imagine a nation where no child is left behind.
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The Republican Commitment:

• In the Balanced Budget Act of 1997, Republicans extended Medicare preventive services coverage to 
include prostate cancer screening, diabetes self-management services, and bone mass measurements for 
women at high risk for osteoporosis in addition to expanding mammography screening and Pap smear 
benefits of Medicare.5

• The Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP Benefits Improvement and Protection Act of 2000 added 
glaucoma screening and medical nutrition counseling services as well as a number of preventive services 
demonstration projects.6

• Republicans have also been committed to children’s health.  The Children’s Health Act of 2000 led to 
expansive reforms in the areas of health, research, care, prevention, and education.  The measure called for 
more children’s heath research in pediatrics, birth defects, child cancer, organ transplants, and Hepatitis C, 
HIV, and AIDS.  It also included provisions for expanded care in areas such as 
asthma, hearing loss, epilepsy, child care safety. 
Finally, it included a number of measures targeting 
education concerning safe motherhood and infant
health, adoption awareness, traumatic brain injury, 
oral health, and vaccines.7

The Facts:

• One of every six Americans today is uninsured
because health care coverage is either not available
where they work or too costly for the family budget
mostly women and children of African American and
Hispanic descent.1

• From 1998 to 1999, the number of uninsured
people decreased by about 1.7 million, the first
decline since 1987.2

• Although nearly 43-million Americans are now
in the ranks of the uninsured, action must be taken to
make health care more affordable and available.3

• One out of every three female-headed
households with children are on Medicaid or
Medicare.4

Health CareHealth Care
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Imagine a proactive rather than reactive health care system.
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•Republicans have been committed to supporting small business since 1996 with the Small Business 
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act.

•.  This law simplifies regulatory compliance by requiring agencies to provide guidelines to assist small 
businesses with compliance and reforms regulatory enforcement and accountability.7

•The Bipartisan Patient Protection Act of 2001(H.R.526) extends and expands provisions of the medical 
savings account program.  It provides for: (1) the 
deduction of 100 percent of the health insurance costs
of the self-employed; and (2) a credit for the health 
insurance expenses of small businesses.8 

Imagine a thriving economy in which women business owners 
can not only compete now, but also build enough capital to 

pass on a heritage to their children.
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Between 1992 and 1997 Women-Owned 
Firms Grew Three Times Faster in 
Number and Employment than U.S. 

Firms in General.5

All Firms Women-Owned Firms

The Facts:
•There are over 9 million women-owned businesses in 
the U.S. 1

•Women today own 38% of all U.S. businesses. 2

•Women-owned businesses employ 27.5 million people 
and generate over $3.6 trillion in sales. 3

•Most of these are small businesses.  Less than 1% of 
women-owned firms in 1997 had 100 or more 
employees.4

•As these businesses grow and acquire significant assets 
with dollars available after income taxes are paid, they 
become subject to a 55% estate tax upon the death of the 
owners.

Republican Commitment:
•This year, Republicans fought to repeal the unfair 
Estate Tax and to expand the definition of “closely-
held” business for purposes of estate tax installment 
payment rules.  This measure allows larger family 
businesses to defer estate tax payments over a 14 year 
period.6
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Imagine a vibrant workforce, where men and women thrive 
at jobs with good pay and great benefits.

The Facts:
• From 1960 to 1999 the female labor force nearly tripled.1

• In 1999, over 60% of married women were in the civilian labor force… that would be a total of
34,372,000 women.2

• From 1960 to 1999 the participation of married females in the labor force increased from 32% to
61%.3

• In 1999, approximately 82% of single females and 73% of married females between the ages of 25 and
44 years old participated in the labor force.4

• The percent of female members of the unemployed civilian labor force dropped from 1992 to 1999 by
45%.5

Labor            

Women Unemployed 
1992 vs. 1999
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The Republican Commitment:
•Through the Workforce Investment 
Partnership Act of 1998 Republicans 
established a coordinated system of Federal aid 
programs for vocational education, adult 
education, and job training at the state and local 
levels.  Republicans also established core state 
performance indicators for services delivered to 
adults, dislocated workers, and youth.6

•The Economic Growth and Tax Relief Act of 
2001 provides a 25% childcare credit for 
employer-provided care and 10% for child-care 
resources.7

•Republican tax relief also encourages retirement 
savings through IRA contributions, employer 
matching, increased limits on salary reduction 
contributions to 401(k) plans, portability of 
retirement plan assets, and simplified pension 
systems.8
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Imagine a more secure America with dramatically expanded 
retirement savings options for all future retirees.

The Facts:
• Social Security returns less and less every generation. Today, a household of two working, 30-year-
old earners with children averages a mere 1.2 percent return. Even if today’s trust funds are fully repaid with
future taxes, Social Security will be insolvent by 2015 unless it is reformed.1

• Social Security returns very little to women who choose to stay at home. Benefits are calculated
using a worker’s highest 35 years of earnings, so not only do these women receive no benefits for years
when they are unemployed, their benefits are calculated based on their low-paying early jobs to include
35 years of earnings.2

§ Even if a divorced woman stayed at home full time caring for children, she receives no retirement
benefit from Social Security for those years if her marriage lasted less than ten years.3

§ Social Security only pays survivors benefits if there are children under the age of 18, or if the
widow receives lower benefits than her husband does.  4

Social Security
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The Republican Commitment:
•Republicans understand that personal retirement 
accounts produce over twice as much return for women 
than social security and that’s why we are committed to 
the Comprehensive Retirement Security and Pension 
Reform Act of 2001.

•For example, an average forty-year old woman can 
expect to receive just over $250,000 over the course of 
her lifetime from Social Security.  If she invested her 
money in a personal retirement account, however, she 
could enjoy over $600,000 in retirement savings.5 

§Personal retirement accounts would recognize the 
different earnings and life-patterns of women.  Career 
income variance, the caring and mothering of 
dependants, divorces, and other life-patterns would all 
be taken into account through the Republican Plan. 

The Average Woman Can Retire 
on Twice as Much Through 

Private Investment Accounts
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The Facts:
§ An estimated 52% of women were physically assaulted

as a child by an adult caretaker and/or as an adult.1

• 1.9 million women are physically assaulted annually in
the United States.2

• 18% of women have experienced a completed or 
attempted rape at some time in their life.3

• 54% of self-reported rape victims were under 18 years
old when they were first raped; 22 percent% were under 12 
years old.4

• 25% of women have been raped and/or physically
assaulted by a current or former spouse, cohabiting partner, 
or date in their lifetime.5

Crime
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Imagine a country that protects all women and children.

The Republican Commitment:
• Republicans are committed to protecting all women and children from physical assault, rape, 
exploitation, and abduction.
• In 1994, Republicans passed the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act designed to curb 
domestic violence and child abuse, increase funds for battered women’s shelters, promote rape prevention 
and education, reduce sexual abuse of runaway and homeless street youth, encourage community programs 
on domestic violence, and mandate national studies of violent crimes against women.10

• In 2000, Republicans made further strides through the Violence Against Women Act.  This measure 
creates new grant programs to prevent sexual assaults on college campuses, establishes transitional housing 
for victims of domestic abuse, enhances protections for elderly and disabled victims of domestic violence, 
and creates a domestic violence task force.11

• In 1999, Republicans also allocated $10 million per year for the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children to operate the nation’s resource 
center and clearinghouse for missing children through 
the Missing, Exploited, and Runaway Children 
Protection Act.12

1 out of 4 women have 
been raped and/or 

physically assaulted by 
a spouse, partner, or 

date.

¾ of adult rape and 
assault victims were 

attacked by a partner.
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• approximately 1.5 million women are raped and/or 
physically assaulted by an intimate partner annually in the United States.6

• 76% of women who were raped and/or physically assaulted since age 18 were done so by a partner.7

• Approximately 800,000 cases of missing children (or 2,200 children per day) were reported in 1998.8

• In 1999, there were approximately 1.3 million runaway and homeless youth in the United States.9
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Taxes
Marriage Penalty

The Facts:
•Taxes now claim a greater share of the median two-income family’s income (39%) than food (8.9%), 
clothing (3.9%), housing (15.9%) and transportation (6.9%) combined.1

•While the number of single women in the workforce increased by 17% between 1960 and 1999, the number 
of married women in the workforce increased by 94%.2

•The marriage penalty refers to the bias in the standard tax deduction against married couples.  Currently, 
two single workers living together can each claim the standard deduction of $9,100.  On the other hand, a 
married couple is only allowed a standard deduction of $7,600.3

•An estimated 25 MILLION married taxpayers would benefit immediately from marriage penalty reform.4

The Republican Commitment:
•Republicans voted to Eliminate the Marriage Penalty Tax.  President Bush signed the bill into law on 
June 7, 2001. 

•The law will provide $32.7 billion in tax relief to American families over the next 10 years.5

• This means that 43 million married couples will see their taxes, on average, lowered by $1,730.6

•It will also increase the standard deduction for married couples to twice that of single taxpayers over the 
next 10 years.7

Growth Growth 
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"It's just not right for Uncle Sam to tax 
marriage.  These men and women went to the 
altar and said 'I do' to a lifetime of love and 
devotion - not higher taxes...This may not seem 
like much to Washington bureaucrats, but for 
working families this bill means more money 
for college savings, a home computer, or to 
make the car payments."  -- J.C. Watts, Jr.

Imagine a more prosperous America, where the government 
encourages marriage instead of taxing it.

9

GOP.GOP.govgov
HOUSE REPUBLICAN CONFERENCE
Chairman J.C. Watts, Jr.



10

$1,013

$172
$63

$1,248

$0

$200

$400

$600

$800

$1,000

$1,200

$1,400

$1, 248, 000, 000, 000  
in Tax Relief

Rate Reductions and Estate Tax

 Child Credit

 Marriage Penalty

 Total

Taxes            

The Facts:
•Federal tax revenues are projected to reach the highest level the United States has ever experienced this 
year. It is matched only by the level reached in 1944, at the height of World War II.1

•In 2001, the government is expected to collect $2.24 trillion in tax revenue -- that’s more than $16,500 
for every worker in the country. The $2.24 trillion pouring into Washington is nearly double the amount 
of revenue raised as recently as 1993.2 

•The tax rebate is what Republican philosophy is all 
about: giving Americans the freedom to keep more of 
what they earn to meet their own priorities – not 
Washington’s.

•The Economic Growth and Tax Relief Act (H.R. 1836) 
President Bush signed into law last week is the largest 
tax relief package in 20 years.  The tax rebate will mean 
immediate tax relief THIS YEAR for EVERY taxpayer.  
What could be more equitable than that?3

•The Economic Growth and Tax Relief 
Reconciliation Act of 2001 signed into law on June 7, 
2001, provides over $1.25 trillion in tax relief over the 
next 10 years.4

•A broad range of taxpayers will benefit from the tax 
relief provisions contained in the Act, including:

•38 million families with children who will 
receive an average tax cut of $1,463 to help pay 
for education, childcare, and other expenses.5

•11 million single mothers with children who 
will be able to keep, on average, $780 more of 
their income to meet their family’s pressing 
needs.6

•3.9 million individuals and families who will 
have their income tax liability completely 
eliminated by the Act.7

The Republican Commitment:

Stop imagining…  relief is here.
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Education
1. National Assessment of Educational Progress; Washington Post, 1/8/98; NCAA
2. Richard Riley, Secretary of Education, Press Release; Third International Math and Science 

[TIMSS] Results: 12th Grade, 4th Grade, heritage Chart. 
3. Richard Riley, Secretary of Education, Press Release; Third International Math and Science 

[TIMSS] Results: 12th Grade, 4th Grade, heritage Chart.
4. House Republican Conference. 
5. U.S. Census Bureau, Statistical Abstract of the United States: 2000. “Federal Funds for Education 

and Related Programs: 1998 to 2000.” Source: U.S. National Center for Education Statistics, Digest 
of Education Statistics, 2000.

6. http://www.gop.gov/topics.asp?T=Education
7. Summary of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Act (H.R. 1836), House Republican Conference.
Health Care
1. Statement by House Speaker J. Dennis Hastert (R-IL) Calling on President and Democrats to 

Expand Health Care to Uninsured WASHINGTON, Oct. 12, 2000; http://gop.gov.
2. Health Insurance Coverage:  Characteristics of the Insured and Uninsured Populations in 1999.” by 

Madeleine Smith, updated December 1, 2000. Congressional Research Service, Library of 
Congress.

3. Statement by House Speaker J. Dennis Hastert (R-IL) Calling on President and Democrats to 
Expand Health Care to Uninsured WASHINGTON, Oct. 12, 2000; http://gop.gov.

4. http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/bdquery/D?d106:21:./temp/~bdoHQs:@@@D&summ2=m&|/bss/d106query.html|

5. “Medicare’s Coverage of Preventative Health Services.” by Heidi G. Yacker. Congressional 
Research Service, Library of Congress. 

6. ibid.
7. http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-

bin/bdquery/D?d106:4:./temp/~bdRN7t:@@@D&summ2=m&|/bss/d106query.html
Small Business
1. 1the National Foundation for Women Business Owners
2. 2ibid.
3. 3ibid
4. 4ibid
5. 5ibid
6. Summary of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Act (H.R. 1836), House Republican Conference.
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Small Business Cont.
7. http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-

bin/bdquery/D?d104:1:./temp/~bdXDW4:@@@D&summ2=1&|/bss/d104query.html|
8. http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d107:HR00526:@@@D&summ2=m&
Labor 
1. 1Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Bulletin 2307; and unpublished data.  Reported in 

“Marital Status of Women in the Civilian Labor Force: 1960-1999.” U.S. Census Bureau, Statistical 
Abstract of the United States: 2000, pg. 408.

2. Ibid
3. Ibid
4. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Bulletins 2217 and 2340; and unpublished data. Reported in “Labor 

Force Participation Rates by Marital Status, Sex, and Age: 1960 to 1999.
5. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, unpublished data, reported in the U.S Census Bureau, Statistical 

Abstract of the United States: 2000, pg. 424.
6. CRS Report for Congress. “Job Training Under the Workforce Investment Act:  An Overview.” by 

Ann Lordeman. Congressional Research Service, The Library of Congress.
7. Summary of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Act (H.R. 1836), House Republican Conference. 
8. Summary of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Act (H.R. 1836), House Republican Conference.
Social Security
1. “The Straight Talk About Social Security Act: Telling Americans the Truth About Social Security 

Benefits.” by David C. John. The Heritage Foundation.  
http://www.heritage.org/library/execmemo/em728.html

2. “Women and Social Security Reform.” The Heritage Foundation. 
http://www.heritage.org/shorts/20010206ss.html

3. Ibid
4. Ibid
5. “Social Security Calculator.” The Heritage Foundation. http://www.heritage.org/socialsecurity/
Crime
1. “Prevalence, Incidence, and Consequences of Violence Against Women: Findings From the 

National Violence Against Women Survey.” by Patricia Tjaden and Nancy Thoennes, November 
1998. U.S. Department of Justice Office of Justice Programs National Institute of Justice and 
National Institute of Justice Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Research in Brief.

2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
4. Ibid.
5. Ibid.
6. Ibid.   
7. Ibid.
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8. National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, 1999. Cited in “FYI: A Program of the 
National Center for Victims of Crime.” National Center for Victims of Crime. 

9. National Runaway Switchboard, 1999. Cited in “FYI: A Program of the National Center for 
Victims of Crime.” National Center for Victims of Crime. 

10. CRS Report for Congress. “Violence Against Women Act:  History, Federal Funding, and 
Reauthorizing Legislation.” by Alison Siskin.  Congressional Research Service, The Library of 
Congress.

11. Ibid.
12. CRS Report for Congress. “Reauthorizing Programs for Runaway & Homeless Youth and Missing 

& Exploited Children.” by Andorra Bruno.  Congressional Research Service, The Library of 
Congress.

Marriage Penalty Tax Repeal
• Tax Foundation, 3/9/00 
• “Labor force Participation Rates by Marital Status, Sex, and Age: 1960 to 1999.” U.S. Census 

Bureau, Statistical Abstract of the United States: 2000 taken from the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Bulletins 2217 and 3240; and unpublished data.

• “Who Benefits from Marriage Penalty and Child Tax Credit Relief in H.R. 6?: Estimates by State 
and Congressional District.” by Rea S. Hederman, Jr. Heritage Foundation. 
http://www.heritage.org/library/cda/cda01-03.html

• Ibid
• Summary of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Act (H.R. 1836), House Republican 

Conference.
6. Department of the Treasury Office of Public Affairs, “President Bush’s Tax Relief Plan Will 

Benefit Millions of American Taxpayers: Effects Of Major Individual Income Tax Relief 
Provisions In ‘Economic Growth And Tax Relief Reconciliation Act Of 2001’.” Note: The 
estimates of fully phased-in law are based on 2011 law at projected 2002 income and population 
levels.   Estimates exclude tax benefits expiring before 2010 and assume no sunset.  Released 
6/7/01.

7. Summary of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Act (H.R. 1836), House Republican 
Conference.

8. “Watts Seeks Relief For Oklahomans From The Marriage Penalty.” News Release from the office 
of J.C. Watts, Jr.  Released 2/8/00.
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Taxes

1. "Lowering Marginal Tax Rates: The Key to Pro-Growth Tax Relief.” by Daniel J. Mitchell, Ph.D.  
The Heritage Foundation. http://www.heritage.org/library/backgrounder/bg1443es.html

2. Ibid.

3. “The Tax Rebate: Immediately Tax Relief for All Taxpayers.” House Republican Conference.  
Released 6/11/01.

4. “Tax Relief by State for the Four Major Tax Provisions in the Economic Growth and Tax Relief 
Reconciliation Act of 2001.” House Republican Conference.  Released 6/7/01.

5. Department of the Treasury Office of Public Affairs “President Bush’s Tax Relief Plan Will 
Benefit Millions of American Taxpayers: Effects Of Major Individual Income Tax Relief 
Provisions In “Economic Growth And Tax Relief Reconciliation Act Of 2001’.” Note: The 
estimates of fully phased-in law are based on 2011 law at projected 2002 income and population 
levels.   Estimates exclude tax benefits expiring before 2010 and assume no sunset. Released 
6/7/01.

6. Ibid.
7. Ibid.
8. Ibid.
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